
Innovation Bridge Technology Showcasing and 
Matchmaking Event and Science Forum South Africa, 

CSIR Convention Centre, Pretoria, 
4-6 December 2019

Call for Session Proposals 

1. Background

The South African Department of Science and Innovation is proud to host the fifth Science Forum South

Africa in conjunction with the Innovation Bridge (IBSFSA2019) on 4-6 December 2019 in Pretoria.

IBSFSA2019 will, like previous editions, serve as a large, open public platform for debating the science, 

policy and society interface. It will again provide the opportunity for all interested parties to Ignite 

Conversations about Science for Innovation with Impact! 

2. Strategic Objectives

The strategic objectives of IBSFSA2019 are:

1. To stimulate a vibrant debate on the role of science, technology and innovation in society;

2. To promote international science, technology and innovation partnerships; and

3. To create a network platform for key science, technology and innovation actors, including senior

government leaders, academics, scientists, industry, civil society, and students.

To achieve these objectives IBSFSA2019 will focus on: 

1. A provocative and stimulating programme including several parallel sessions and talks, with the

primary aim to ignite conversations about science for innovation with impact;

2. Diverse participants, comprising scientists, students, public and private sector representatives

as well as civil society members;

3. Strong international participation, especially from Africa.

3. Focus and Themes

1. Scientific advancements with a view to the world we will live in in 2030

2. Technology and smart infrastructure

3. Ethics, innovation for job creation and the conundrum of 4IR

4. Responsible technology transfer: The North-South divide

5. From a local innovator to an international player: Case studies



4. Session Format

1. Please remember this is an open science forum, it is not a conventional scientific event

(conference, convention, and symposium). The audience will be diverse and will not necessarily

have expert technical or subject knowledge of your session topic.

2. The purpose of all sessions should be to ignite conversations about science for innovation

for impact in an interactive manner, with a multi-stakeholder audience.

3. All sessions will run concurrently with other sessions, and participants are free to move between

sessions.

4. Each parallel session will last 90 minutes.

5. Different formats are welcomed. You are encouraged to develop your own innovative and

creative formats.

6. Please note that the IBSFSA2019 Programme Committee reserves the right to modify session

formats before final acceptance.

5. Guidelines

Please read the following guidelines for session proposals:

The purpose of all sessions: To Ignite Conversations about Science for Innovation with Impact. 

Deadline for submission of session proposals: 30 September 2019. 

All submissions will be reviewed and assessed by the IBSFSA2019 Programme Committee. Please note 

that the Programme Committee reserves the right to request modifications to proposals prior to final 

acceptance. 

The following criteria will guide the IBSFSA2019 Programme Committee in the selection process: 

1. All Submission must be in Word format.

2. Include a max. 300 word description along with a topic.

3. Provide a list of panel members, including their contact information, age, and organisation.

Please e-mail all submissions to the addresses listed below. 

6. Youth Category

1. The majority of panellists must be under 35 years old. Please indicate whom of your panellists

are under 35 years old.

2. The other selection criteria, i.e. content, panel members, and format will still apply to this

category.

3. Please clearly indicate when you submit your proposal under this category.



7. Organisational Aspects

1. Session proposers are responsible for the organisation of their sessions, including the speakers 

(panellists).

2. Session proposers are encouraged to do session specific marketing. IBSFSA2019 cannot 

guarantee an audience for a session. The open forum nature of IBSFSA2019 events attracts 

many participants, but they are encouraged to attend the sessions of their choice.

3. An exciting topic, top quality speakers, and plenty of time for discussions (not too many 

speakers ideally 3 per session) has been proven to attract large audiences.

4. A full range of conference facilities will be available.

5. PLEASE NOTE: IBSFSA2019 does not have supporting funds available to facilitate forum or 

session attendance. The involvement of speakers (and participants) must therefore be 

completely self-financed; including travel, accommodation and any organisational expenses. 

However, no registration fees, will be charged to participants.

8. Selection Process

1. The call for session proposals for IBSFSA2019 opens on 15 August 2019.

2. The call for session proposals for IBSFSA2019 closes on 30 September 2019.

3. Proposals will be evaluated by the IBSFSA2019 Programme Committee.

4. The Programme Committee may request revisions to some proposals.

5. The proposal allocation will be announced on 15 October 2019.

9. Proposal Submission

Session proposals should be submitted to Sithembile Nene (Sithembile.Nene@dst.gov.za) 

copying Lungelwa Kula (lungelwa.kula@nipmo.org.za). 
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