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Request for Expressions of Interest (EoI)

The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) is inviting partners to participate in the manufacturing of a “Hospital Intensive Care Unit (ICU) Beds”. This partnership aims to localise the manufacture of ICU hospital beds. The CSIR wish to identify organisations, with the relevant capability and record of accomplishment, who are interested in participating in the new manufacturing activity.
	Date of Issue:
	 November 2020

	Closing Date and Time:
	31 January 2021

	Submissions to be emailed to:
	sbolokang@csir.co.za Dr. Sylvester Bolokang;  

	Briefing session 
	Lekgotla boardroom, Building 14F – CSIR


	Enquiries
	 Dr. Sylvester Bolokang
	SBolokang@csir.co.za 


 

The Parties reserve the right not to accept any submission.

1. INTRODUCTION

The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) is one of the leading scientific research and technology development organisations in Africa. In partnership with national and international research and technology institutions, the CSIR undertakes a directed and multidisciplinary research and technology innovation that contributes to the improvement of the quality of life of South Africans. The CSIR has developed hospital beds suitable for ICU intended to be locally manufactured. The CSIR is therefore interested in identifying possible local manufacturing partners for the bed.
2. BACKGROUND
The recent health crisis in the country has revealed the lack of a local manufacturing capacity for various critical items that are required by hospitals. This includes ICU beds, which are typically imported. The government published an economic reconstruction and recovery plan in October 2020, which emphasized such areas as localisation, re-industrialization, and employment. The plan also calls for an increase in state procurement from local manufacturers. These factors contribute to the need for the local manufacture of the ICU beds.

The companies interested in collaborating with CSIR should be prepared to comply with both local and international specifications and standards or the equivalent thereof and list the standards in terms of the manufacture of ICU beds. 
3. INVITATION FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Expressions of interest to manufacture as well as localising the technology are hereby invited from organisations, interested  in the manufacturing of hospital beds to partner with the CSIR. The designs of all products will be provided by the CSIR.

4. SUBMISSION SPECIFICATIONS

Proposals should not exceed 20 pages, and where relevant, supporting documentation should be attached as appendices. The following documentation must be included:

· Company profile, with ownership / management information (include: staff complement, skills levels and roles of key staff, indicate current major clients, current target market and current market share);
· Provide information on technical capabilities, standards and resources that will enable you to deliver on the manufacturing, 
· Provide your preferred mode of commercialisation and how you would partner with CSIR in order to market, localise and grow the business for long term sustainability;
· Tax clearance certificate; and 
· BBBEE certificate. 
· A plan or experience in manufacturing capabilities; 

5. SITE VISITS 
A small team  from the CSIR may request visits to the short-listed companies that meet the criteria. The objective of this visit will be to conduct an assessment of technical and functional competence of the company. Arrangements regarding the visit will be coordinated well in advance.

6. VALUE SYSTEM

A value system will be applied in evaluating proposals. Findings based on the site visits will be incorporated into the evaluation process.

The following weights will apply to the criteria categories as listed:
	CRITERIA CATEGORY
	Sub-category
	Weighting

	BBBEE level
	% Black ownership
	10%

10%

	
	% Female ownership
	

	Value proposition
	Commercial experience or plan thereof
	10%

10%

10%

10%

10%

10%

10%

10%



	
	Technological alignment
	

	
	Core competencies and skills alignment
	

	
	Financial sustainability
	

	
	Likelihood of raising capital (if no previous experience) necessary for commercialisation

Prior experience in the filed/current products

Suitable manufacturing facility

Worked previously in the medical field (If any).
	


7. SELECTION STEPS

The following steps will be undertaken after the information session was held prior to selecting the suitable company(ies):
Step 1: Companies Expression of Interest will be evaluated and scored according to the value system as reflected on Section 6.
Step 2: Short-listed companies will be requested to provide financial statements for the last three years of operation if necessary.
Step 3: The successful companies will be informed of the decision of the CSIR.
The CSIR reserve the right to not make a selection or to select more than one company to commercialise the technology. 
8. COST OF SUBMISSION 

Organisations submitting an EoI assume all risks for resource commitments and expenses, direct or indirect, of proposal preparation and participation throughout the EoI process. The CSIR is not responsible directly or indirectly for any costs incurred by the submitting organisation.

9. LICENCE AGREEMENT

A licence agreement will be negotiated with the selected company(ies) and will outline all the terms and conditions relating to the commercialisation of the “Manufacturing of Hospital beds” . Exclusivity or non-exclusivity of the licence will be negotiated once the licensee(s) has been selected.
10. DISCLAIMERS

The CSIR has produced this EoI in good faith. However, the CSIR and its agents and employees do not warrant its accuracy or completeness. To the extent that the CSIR is permitted by law, the CSIR will not be liable for any claim whatsoever and howsoever arising (including, without limitation, any claim in contract, negligence or otherwise) for any incorrect or misleading information contained in this EoI due to any misinterpretation of this EoI. This EoI is a request for expressions of interest only and is not an offer document; answers to it must not be construed as acceptance of an offer or imply the existence of a contract between the parties. By submission of its information, organisations shall be deemed to have satisfied themselves with and to have accepted all Terms & Conditions of this EoI. The CSIR make no representation, warranty, assurance, guarantee or endorsements to any party concerning the EoI, whether with regard to its accuracy, completeness or otherwise and the CSIR shall have no liability towards any party in connection therewith.
